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Any time you step into a room, a new environment, there are endless possibilities in which to present 

yourself and express the ideas you care about. When walking into a classroom, these possibilities 

multiply exponentially. An education inherently is a privilege. This being said, the ideas, themes and 

lessons that are present are found everywhere, in everyday life. These include hard work, perseverance, 

and empathy, which is one of the reasons that an education is so important. An education provides 

endless resources and materials for students and teachers alike, leading to potential for a formative and 

valuable experience. As educators, it is our job to act as a pilot of this experience, and facilitate the use of 

materials and resources, and make sure they are being used to their full potential.  

 

The three words that represent the pillars of my philosophy of art education are identity, ideas and 

empathy. I believe that ideas are what drive our development as human beings, and ideas that we have 

inherently reflect deeply rooted aspects of our identity. Every single thing that you see around you today 

started with an idea. For an idea to reach its full potential and actualization, it must be celebrated and 

nourished, which is where I come in. It is my job to find that delicate balance of support and space. Any 

student needs to possess and develop the skills to be able to complete a task. Additionally, I also assure 

that I give the students enough space to grow and change gradually over time, with their sense of self and 

their own identity developing. 

 

Identity is a word that represents the all-encompassing “summary” of ourselves, our lives, our everyday 

experiences and any kind of challenges that we overcome. Any creative work that we do relates closely to 

our identity. Every single student who walks into my classroom is completely unique, with diverse stories 

to tell, and an identity that does not exactly match a single other student in my classroom, or in the world. 

Of course, this presents a challenge that is both difficult but also extremely special. In my classroom, it is 



crucial for students to have this space to be able to celebrate their identities, which leads to the incubation 

of ideas, and inherently empathy through the creation of art. 

 

The third pillar of my philosophy of art education is empathy. Empathy is defined as the ability to 

understand and share the feelings of others. Although we all have unique stories to tell, there are 

common themes that are present throughout. Understanding issues that students face on a daily basis is 

a crucial aspect of our journey together with our students, and there is no better place to do so than in the 

art classroom. Frequently, students have a lot of hesitations about sharing and being open in the 

classroom. In my own practice, the best approach that I have taken is being very open about things I 

experience both inside and outside of the classroom, when it is relevant to the creation of work. I have no 

issues leading the way in showing a lot of openness, which shows the students that this classroom is a 

very safe space, where they should feel comfortable sharing as much or as little as they want. The safe 

space that is created in my classroom is another reason why an education is so important. 

 

As an art educators, it is my job to help students navigate this intimidating world around us and continue 

to nourish their ideas, and their identity, so they both come to full fruition. Any time someone achieves 

something, there is definitely at least one person who they can accredit their success to. I feel as though 

many artists can accredit their successes, both formal or personal, to an educator, whether it be a current 

teacher or one from a long time ago. I believe that all art educators should aspire to be that spark of 

encouragement to the ideas of any kind of artist, graciously encouraging development of identity, 

nourishment of ideas and empathy. 


